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Determine the Point of View

Goal: Learn the difference between nonfiction with and without a

point of view.

Some types of nonfiction have a point of view (POV) while others don’t. This
means some pieces contain an opinion while others are neutral—they just tell
the facts and let the reader make up his or her mind without influence from the writer.
Part A

Directions: Write whether you think each nonfiction title has a point of view.

1.“The Problems With School Cafeteria Food”

2.*The Invention of the Garage Door Opener”

3.“Where Bottled Water Comes From"

4.“Bullies Need Stricter Punishments”

5.“Why | Now Believe in Ghosts”

6.“The Story of Pumpkins: From Patch to Pie”

7.“Should Children Wear Helmets on Swingsets?”

8.“How Zoos Take Care of Baby Animals”

(Answers, page 76)

A piece of nonfiction that tries to change somebody's opinion is called persuasive.
/ In a persuasive essay, the writer gives the reasons why he or she has a certain opinion |
about a topic—and tries to convince readers to share that opinion. Other nonfiction
pieces, such as personal essays, may include an opinion but are not necessarily trying
to persuade the reader. |

Part B

Directions: For each topic given, suggest two possible essay titles—one with a point of view and one
without. There are no right or wrong answers. An example has been done for you.

“How Comic Book Writers and Artists

comic books ‘Why Comic Books Aren't Just for Kids Work Together”

rock music

the Internet

school buses

pizza

parents

Quick Nowfiction Writing Activities The Reail Work! < 2009 by Marc Tvter Nobleman. Schoiasue Teacning Resources
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Reading Standa; »

Reading 6: . Assess how paint of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

History/Social Studies

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s
point of view or purposc te.g.. vaded language,
inclusion oz avoidance of particular facts)

& ddentify aspects of a test that reveal an autivors
point of view or purpase (e.q., foaded language,

inclusion or avoidince of particular facls;

a Identifv aspects of @ kest that reveal an authors
point of view or purpose fe.g.. loaded langnage.

miclusion or avoidance of particular facts)

Craft anc Structure

Science/Technical Subjects

Analvze the author's purpose in providing an
explanation. describing o procedure, or disenssing
an expenment i a text

\{:’ Analyze the awthors purpose i providing an
explanation, deseribing a procedure. or discussing
Aan experinent e text

B Anahze the authors purpose in providing an
explanation. deseribing a procedure, or discussing
at expenment ina text

Sereer Coperphit 32 20 L2 National Governon Asseertion Cenicr jon Bl et e anc Comie’ o Gl &

CSchned Ofieer Al st soenves

42 The Complete Common Core State Standards: Decoded
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Common Core Reading Standard &

What the Student Does

s Determine winch siements of 4 fext reveal the author's
perspective or obieciive, noting, for example, any use of loaded
language or Uic inclusion or anssion of kev facts or detaits

at is the subject of this test?
What is the author’s atlitude toward or prtpose regarding this
subject?

FHow do the aspeers of this text —the use of language. treatment
of facts. or oiher kev detaily - reveal the author’s pont of view or
PUIPOse”

¢ Gist: Determine which clements of a text reveal tlie author's
perspeetive or objective, noting, for example. uny use of louded
language or the melision or omission of key facts or details

What is the subject of this tet?
e What s the smnihors attitnde foward or purpose regarding this
subject?

How o the aspects of this texi — (he nse of Tnguage. ireatmen:
of facts. or other kev details— reveal the authors point of view or
purpose”

8 cist Determine which elements of  text reveal the author’s
perspective or objective, noting, for example, any use of foaded
languaze o the nclusion or omission of kev facts ov details,

o What is the subject of this text?

o What is lhe author's attude toward or prrpose regarding this
subject?

o How do the aspeets of this text—the wse of laneuase. treatment
of facts, or ather kev detnis— reveal the
purpose’

Hitors point of view o)

Science/Jechnical Subjecis

Gist Fxamine why the author expiains or describes a pro-
cedure.or takes time to mention an experiment. conmecting the
anthor’s motive in doing so with liis o7 et overarc hing purposc in
the text.

* What does the author expiain—and wh

* What pracedure does the author deseribe - and win?

» Why does the author take time to discuss this particular cperi-
ment in the context of the wriiing?

@ Gist Fxamine why the author explains or describes a pro-
cedure. or takes tine {o miention an expenment, connecling Hie
anthor's motive in doing so with his or her overarching puepose in
the fext

o What docs the author explain—and whe?

o What procedure does the suthor deseribe —and why?

o Why does the author rake time to discuss (his particular experi-
ment in the context of the wling?

B Gist: Fxamine why the author explains or deseribes i pro-
cedure, or takes time to mention an experiment. connecting the
author’s motive in doing so with his or her overarching parpose in
the iext

* What docs the uathor explain— and why?

o What proceduic does the author deseribe —and why?

e Why does the author take time to diseuss this particular experi-
menton the contest of the writing?

Part 1 | Reading 43
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Common Core Reading Standard 6

Whnat the Teacher Does

To have students assess how point of view
or purpose shapes content and style, do the
foilowing:

e Define aud discuss with students just what point
of view (POV) means and entails, providing not
just written and spoken definitions but also visual
illustrations with drawings, images, artworks, or ilim
clips.

Extend the lesson to include the different tvpes of
POV —ommiscient, unreliable, first, sccond, third
person —and how this nation of point of view relates
to the narrator. especially when that narrator is an
unreliable narrater. To clarify these elements of
POV, students could apply the ideas to previously
read stories to show what they know before moving
nto new anes,

Have students firsl determine what the POV in the text
is; then ask students to determine why lhe author chase
that POV as a means (o achieve the purposc.

Direct students to generate words that characterize (he
style of the writing; then ask them to explain how thesc
words are shaped by the POV (i.e., how the paint of
view guided the writer to inake cerluin choices abont
diction, tone, or setting)

To have students acknowledge and respond to
conflicting evidence or views, do the foliowing:

¢ Label for students the claim or point of view being
made, and then the corresponding counterclaim or
conflicting evidence, pointing out to them the basis of
the challenge: ask them (o evaluate, through discussion,
the quality of the conflicting evidence and to generate
a fitting response, explaining why it is 4 sound, logical
and effcctive response

o Post a claim that relates to vour subject, and ask the
class to generate viable objections and the reasoning
behind them; then debrief as 2 class, exaruining what
makes for a good response to conflicting evidence or
VICW,

M4 The Compiete Common Core State Standards:

To have students identify aspects that reveal an
author’s POV or purpose, do the following:

» Putalist of words, sentences, or an extended passage
on the display. asking students to find those words.
structures, figures of speech. or other clements that
imply a certain perspective or indicate the author's
purpose; as an alternative, give students the same
examples or an extended passage on a handout and ask
them to annotate all words that reveal POV or purpose,
and then explain in the margins how they do this

To have students compare the POV of two or
more authors, do the following:

* Begin by modeling for students what it looks like to
compare two authors in this way, discussing aloud with
the class what you are doing and why, and how vou
would. for example, use these details in vour written
analysis of the two sources
Createa three-column organizer with key topics common
tobathlisted in the middle colurmn; as sadents go through
the text. have them gather examnples and observations
about the two anthors” treatment of the topic, listing these
under the respective titles for later use.
¢ Repeat the same process when students are examining
ditferent POV on historical events fe.g., Korcan War)
by distiug the claims, reasons, and evidence for those

acts ot events under the appropriate columns.

To have students analyze an author's
explanation, description, or discussion, do the
foltowing:

o Generate different reasons why an author would explain,
describe, or discuss scientific procedures and how such
esplanations relate to questions the author trics to answer.

To help your English Language Learners, try this:

® Muke connections to students” cultures or experiences
to help explain their different POV about sotie subiects
s0 they get a more persunal, concrete grasp of subject.

: Decoded
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TOOLS FOR TEACHIN

EVALUATE, EXTEND, ANTD

RAFT Writing (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

What Is RAFT Writing?

RAFT is an acronym used to describe four critical ingredients
of writing:

® Role of the writer

* Audience for the writing

* Format the writimg will take
¢ Topic covered in the writing

When and Why Would | Use RAFT Writing with

My Students?

RAFT writing provides support in several eritical areas of
strategic reading and writing. It provides a method for stu-
dents 1o think critically and creatively about the content thev
have studied; to make connections to cvents, people, and
places from rtheir reading; to infer and predict from the text
ctucs; and to synthesize all their newly discovered information
info an imaginative picce of writing.

RAFT writing can be used in any content arca after stu-
dents have read. viewed, and studied a concept or event,
Doug Buehl has a very comprehensive list of RAFT possibili-
ties for writing assignments in Classroom Strategies for
Iteractive Learning. RAFT writing can be used as a culmi-
nating writing assignment. for assessment purposes, or as a
segue into a related unit of study.

In the Classroom

In Christine Landaker’s social studies class, students used
RAFT writing to explore their knowledge of the Great
Depression. Using the RAFT graphic, students gencerated pos-
sible roles they could take on as writers, who the audience
would be for their writing, and the format their writing
would take, and defined rhe topical information they would
include (see RAFT form in Appendix).

Each student chose a role, audience, format, and topic
from the class-generated list of possibilities. The example in
the Figure is onc student’s draft of her RAFT writing where
she has taken on the role of a news reporter writing for news-
paper readers who want to know about the Depression. She
has chosen to write a feature article that will highlight life in
the Hooverviiles.

Research/Origins

Buehl, D. 2001, Classroom Strategies for Interactive Learmng. 2d ed.
Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

Santa, C. 1988, Content Readmg Including Study Systems. Dubuque, 1A:
Kendalt/l Tunt

Santa, C.. 1. Havens, and S. Harrison. 1989, °T
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APPENDIX

RAFT

Role. What role(s) will the student assume as writer?
Audience. Choose an audience for writing.

Format. Specify format possibiiities the writing will take (comic strip,
letter to editor, feature article, poem).

Topic. Define the topic, determine questions to be answered and point
to be made.

Tools qur feachmg Coment Literacy oy fane: Allen. Copynght £ 20004, Stenhouse Pupisacrs. All nghes riser: s




