Reading Standards for Literacy in Social Studies/Science and Technical Subjects


Standard 4:
Interpret words and phrases as they are used in the text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone
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Denotation is . . .

Connotation is . . .

Context is . . .

Denotation/Connotation Chart

Complete the following chart to write both the denotation and connotation of the words which
you select. in order to come up with connotation, you will need to consider context. | have
completed the first line for you as an example.

Word/Phrase

Denotation

Connotation

alienation

the state of being withdrawn or
isolated from the world

“public” alienation -- negative
connotation for speaker
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Connotation and Denotation Graphic Organizer

Denotation Connotation
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Name: Date:

Semantic Gradients

After some explanation from your teacher. fill in the following semantic gradients and explain

your reasoning.

depressed elated

R e e B e P |
Word Bank: upset, indifferent, glad, happy

Word Bank: slender, thin, chubby. hefty, average

trudged sprinted

oo JE— [ESS— [ e |
Word Bank: raced, walked. hurried. dawdled. hobbled

microscopic gargantuan

E— [ [ ) o —— | \
Word Bank: big. small, tiny, huge, large

careless meticulous

[ RS [E— S S — \
Word Bank: haphazard, careful. tidy, casual
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Semantic Gradients Plus Contexts

Select a word to fill in the blank in the first sentence. Then place the Word Band words along the

semantic gradient. Be prepared to consider which word best fits with the context that is provided

in the second sentence.
“Jimmy home."

sprinted

Word Bank: raced. walked. hurried. dawdied, hobbled

“Jimmy home. He couldn’t wait to see the new puppy.”

1. “Jamon’s team their opponents.”
2. “Jamon’s mom during the movie.”
3. “Jamon felt when he got the test back.”

4. “Jamon was dressed properly for the weather.”

Pick one of the four sentences and make a semantic gradient including anchor words and Word
Bank words. Place the words along the continuum. Then revise or add to the sentence by

including context and then explain which word on the gradient would be the best answer to fill in

the blank.
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Semantic Gradients Plus Contexts (Continuéd) ’

Fill in words along the continuum and then select the word that best completes the sentence based

on the context.

1. “Jamon's team their opponents 45 to 3.”
Squeezed by decimated
[ ) ) B oo \
2. “Jamon’s mom during the movie. It was the saddest film she had ever seen.”
giggled bawled
[ES— ) ) P \
3. Jamon felt when he got the test back. He blamed himself for not making the time

to study.”

somber jubilant

————————— o]

4. “Jamon was dressed properly for the weather. His wool hat, mittens, and insulated

boots were just perfect.”

sweltering frigid
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VISUALIZE: FILL IN A FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE CHART

As you read, identify examples of figurative language. Write down examples of figurative
language in the first column below. In the second column, write down the comparison
being made by the figurative language, and in the third column, describe what the
figurative language makes you envision,

Example of figurative language:  “The black canopy of nightime sky was painted with dazzling jewels.”

What is compared: The night sky 15 described as a black canopy or painting. The stars are
described as dazziing jewel.

What you envision: A dari, cloudless night sky filisd with brighi, twinkling siars

Example of figurative language | What is compared? | What do you envision?
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TAcKLE DiFrIcULT VOCABULARY: UsE A WORD Mar

A challenging word or phrase:

Definition:

Word parts | recognize: Synonyms:

Sentence that contains the word or phrase:

A picture that illustrates the word or phrase:
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“I"” FORMAT for

CH. 4 Ancient China

VOCABULARY

1. Loess

2. Terrace

3. Levee

4. Double Cropping

DETAILS

1. China is the 3" largest country

in the world, it has many different
climates, landforms and peopie

2. The North China Plain is an

area known for its agriculture, of
soybeans, wheat and cotton; it
also is an industrial area. Beijing is
the capital of China and is located
in the NCP.

3. China’s sorrow is the Huang He
{river}, this means “yeilow” which
is caused by the silt; and it has
flooded homes and crops for
centuries .

4. Guangxi Zhuang Zu is a very
fertile area due to the soil and
climate, they have such rich soil
they can double crop.

5. The Himalayan mountains are
where the Tibetan Plateau is found
and it is also where the highest

peaks in the world are located.

SUMMARY :
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Guided Practice
1. Circle the word in each pair below that has the more favorable connotation.

A. thrifty B. penny-pinching
C. pushy D. aggressive

E. politician F. statesman

G. chef H. cook

I. slender J. skinny

Since everyone reacts emotionally to certain words, writers often deliberately select
words that they think will influence your reactions and appeal to your emotions. Read
the dictionary definition below:

cock roach (kok' roch'), n. any of an order of nocturnal insects,
usually brown with flattened oval bodies, some species of which
are household pests inhabiting kitchens, areas around water
pipes, etc. [Spanish cucarachal

2. What does the word cockroach mean to you?

3. Is a cockroach merely an insect or is it a household nuisance and a disgusting
creature?

4. Which of the denotative characteristics of a cockroach do both poets include in
their poems?

5. What characteristics does Wild give his roach that are not in the dictionary
definition?

6. What additional characteristics does Morley give to roaches?
7. Which poet succeeds in giving roaches favorable connotations?
8. Which poet comes closer to expressing your own feelings about roaches?

Independent Practice

Imagine that you are ready to apply to coliege. You have asked your favorite teacher
to write you a letter of recommendation. Unfortunately, since she enjoys torturing
young people and playing with words, she has written a very unflattering letter.
Luckily, she has allowed you to change some key words. Here's the catch: you can
only change the word's connotation. You may not change its denotation.

Change the following sentences into more positive statements by altering the
connotation of a few key words.

Ex. Original — Barry is cocky and arrogant.
Revised ~ Barry is confident and self-assured.

1. In ali my years of teaching, | have never had a |azier student.
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DENOTATION V. CONNOTATION

Denotation is the dictionary o literal meaning of a word.
Connotation is the emotional and imaginative association surrounding a word.

‘You may live in a house, but we live in a home.

If you were to look up the words house and home in a dictionary, you would find
that both words have approximately the same meaning - "a dwelling place."
However, the speaker in the sentence above suggests that home has an additional
meaning. Aside from the strict dictionary definition, or denotation, many people
associate such things as comfort, love, security, or privacy with a home but do not
necessarily make the same associations with a house

What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you think of a home? of a
house?

Why do you think that real-estate advertisers use the word home more frequently
than house?

The various feelings, images, and memories that surround a word make up its
connotation. Although both house and home have the same denotation, or
dictionary meaning, home also has many connotations.

Word Denotation Connotation
[sour ~[unpleasant, as in a person
crab__ ] “grumpy. as ina|
rosy positive, asina
[ .  outiook” _
[Toud asound

hairy covered with hair

Many words have positive or negative connotations. Recognizing these connotations
will help you better understand what you read. Look at the chart below for some
examples of positive and negative connotations.

- Positive Connotation Negative Connotation
persevering stubborn
careful coward
wordy
dignified
curious
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Guided Practice
1. Circle the word in each pair below that has the more favorable connotation.

A thrifty B. penny-pinching
C. pushy D. aggressive

E. politician F. statesman

G. chef H. cook

1. slender J. skinny

Since everyone reacts emotionally to certain words, writers often deliberately select
words that they think will influence your reactions and appeal to your emotions. Read
the dictionary definition below:

cock roach (kok' roch'), n. any of an order of nocturnal insects,
usually brown with flattened oval bodies, some species of which
are household pests inhabiting kitchens, areas around water
pipes, etc. [Spanish cucaracha]

2. What does the word cockroach mean to you?

3.1s a cockroach merely an insect o is it a household nuisance and a disgusting
creature?

4. Which of the denotative characteristics of a cockroach do both poets include in
their poems?

5. What characteristics does Wild give his roach that are not in the dictionary
definition?

6. What additional characteristics does Morley give to roaches?
7. Which poet succeeds in giving roaches favorable connotations?
8. Which poet comes closer to expressing your own feelings about roaches?

Independent Practice

Imagine that you are ready to apply to college. You have asked your favorite teacher
to write you a letter of recommendation. Unfortunately, since she enjoys torturing
young people and playing with words, she has written a very unflattering letter.
Luckily, she has allowed you to change some key words. Here's the catch: you can
only change the word's connotation. You may not change its denotation

Change the following sentences into more positive statements by altering the
connotation of a few key words.

Ex. Original ~ Barry is cocky and arrogant
Revised ~ Barry is confident and self-assured.

1. In all my years of teaching, | have never had a lazier student.
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2. Let me be honest; this kid is boring.

3. He is loud, obnoxious, and annoying.

4. Sometimes this student screams at her classmates.

5. | believe him to be the sloppiest and most disorganized person on earth.

See what meanings poets Wild and Morley find in roaches in the following poems.

Roaches from Nursery Rhymes for the Tender-Hearted
Last night when | got up Scuttle, scuttle, little roach-
ta let the dog out | spied How you run when | approach:
a cockroach in the bathroom Up above the pantry shelf
crouched flat on the cool Hastening to secrete yourself.
porcetain,
delicate Most adventurous of vermin,
antennae probing the foothpaste cap How 1 wish | could determine
and feasting himself on a gob How you spend your hours of ease,
of it in the bowl: Perhaps reclining on the cheese.
| killed him with one unprofessional
blow, Cook has gone, and all is dark-
scattering arms and legs Then the kitchen is your park;
and half his body in the sink... In the garbage heap that she leaves

Do you browse among the tea leaves?
| would have no truck with roaches,

crouched like lions in the ledges of How delightful to suspect
sewers All the ptaces you have trekked:
their black eyes in the darkness Does your long antenna whisk its
alert for tasty slime, Gentle tip across the biscuits?
breeding quickly and without design,
laboring up drainpipes through filth Do you linger. little soul,
10 the light; Drowsing in our sugar bowl?
Or, abandonment most utter,
| read once they are among Shake a shimmy on the butter?
the most antediluvian of creatures.
surviving everything, and in more Do you chant your simple tunes
primitive times Swimming in the baby's prunes?
thrived to the size of your hand... Then, when dawn comes, do you slink

Homeward to the kitchen sink?
yet when sinking asleep

or craning at the stars, Timid roach, why be so shy?
| can feel therr light feet We are brothers, thou and I,
probing in my veins, In the midnight, fike yourseif,
their whiskers nibbling | explore the pantry shelf!
the insides of my toes;
and neck arched, --Christopher Morley

feel their patient scrambling
up the dark tubes of my throat.

--Peter Wild





