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Name _ _ . Date

Main Event Bridge

Write the main idea and supporting details below.

Author:

Purpose:

.

Main Idea

Supporting Detai
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Blueprint for a Paragraph

Skills /Standards

* Uses prewriting stralegies
fo plan written work

* Identifies paris of a
paragraph

* Plans and organizes
a paragraph

paragraph by wellin

Purpose

Prewriting is a critical component of the writing process
This organizer helps students review the clements of a
paragraph and plan @ how-to or sequential paragraph

How to Use the Organizer

Review the different parts of a paragraph: the topic sentence.
supporting details, and the closing, or clincher. sentence. Ask
students 1o think about how & house might be smmilar to a
paragraph. Discuss how the rool encompasses or covers a
house, similar 10 how a topic sentence encompasses a

¢ what the paragraph will he about. The different loors of a

house (first, second, and maybe thirds hold up or support the roof, just like

supporting details 1

sentence reintorces

for the house
Make un overhes

organizer (page 29

n «t paragraph support the topic sentenee. The clincher
the paragraph, just like the basement acts as a foundation

1wl trunsparency of the Blueprint for a Paragraph graphic
1 3 & =

i and distribute photocopics o students. Using the think-

aloud strategy. model how to write a how-to paragraph step by siep. For

example, as vou w

states the main jde,

rite the topic sentence, remind students that this sentence

a and grabs the reader’s attention.

After vou write vour own topic sentence on the overhead, encourage

students to choose what they will write about. List

Kna oo

Blueprint for a Paragraph

et 10y Wtk ol ¥ 1or wth 1 100 goRIes

wffaart

P

some of their suggested topics on the board und
provide time for students to construct and share some

of their topic sentences. Continue this process of

defining, modeling, writing, and sharing until students
complete the organizer.

Before students write the supporting details and the
clincher, point out that just us stairs connect one floor
of 4 house to another. transition words, such as first
and next, connect one supporting detail to another.
Finally, emphasize that the clincher sentence summarizes
the main idea and differs from the topic sentence

Have students use the organizer to compose their
rough draft

More to Do

Change the transition words on the stairs to teach
students different patterns for organizing
paragraphs. For cxample. if students are writing
about similariries berween two things, place words
such as similarly, also. and like on the stairs.
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Name Date

Blueprint for a Paragraph

Before you write, plan your story with this graphic organizer.

Bammmafamanalvnmesd]

Topic Sentence

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3

Finally, Clincher Sentence
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Neat Notes for Research

. Purpose
Skills/Standards P o
Research literally means “to search again.” To conduct this
* Generates questions search, students must generate questions about their topics,
for research read to find answers to their questions, and record the
« Gathers and records information they find. The purpose of this organizer is to

i 0 help students gather information abourt a research topic.
information for research P s on al P

 Synthesizes information How to Use the Organizer
1o write a report Distribute copies of the Neat Notes graphic organizer (page

45) 10 students. Assign topics refated to a unit of study or

allow students 10 choose a topic 1o research. Evaluate each

student’s topic, then have him or her write the topic at the top of the organizer.
Model how to generate meaningful questions about a topic. Explain o

students that questions such as, How is Mars similar 1o Earth? or What are sone
of Mars's major landforms? are good questions because they are neither 100
broad nor 100 narrow. However, questions such as, How many moons does
Mars bave? or What are all of Mars's characteristics? are not cffective beciuse
the fir:

is too narrow and the other is too broad. Tave students think of four
questions about their topic

After seviewing students’ questions, tell them to record one question in each
scetion on the organizer. Explain that they may need to fornt new questions or
modify the old ones based on the information they locate. Students may need
more than one copy of the organizer to gather
informarion.

. Using their own words and short, meaningful

Neat Notes for Research phrases (model this first), students should record the

Hanage your resaorcn hotes wht hi grashic argarizo
Gon't orget I recara vour source:

Name ol L B e

information they find in the appropriate section
Muke sure they note their sources for the information
they find.

To write a paper about the topic, students can
change each question into a statement 1o form a opic
sentence for cach paragraph. The information in the
box becomes the supportive details

More to Do

Teach students the SQ3R (survey. question, read.

recite, review) method of studying an expository
chapter in a fextbook. After surveying the text,
students write questions about the chapter on the

organizer and then record (recite) their answers 1o
the questions after reading.
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Name Date

Neat Notes for Research

Manage your research notes with this graphic organizer.
Don't forget to record your sources.

Topic:

Question 1 Question 2

Q Question 3 Question 4

" Sources
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Simply Sources

Skills /Standards Purpose

Correctly citing source:

is an essential part of any research

* Uses a variely of sources process. Use this organizer o help students collect correct
fo gather information data for cach source. Recording the information in the

« Cites information about manner suggested on the Simply Sources organizer simplifics

he trans an MLA-styl ibliography
sources the transition 1o an MLA-style bibliography

How to Use the Organizer
Display o transparency copy of the Simply Sources graphic
organizer (page 47 on the overhead projector. Explain o students that when
conducting rescarch, they need 1o list their sources and cite them in a
hibliography. Using « hook. encvclopedia. magazine article, and Web site,
demonstrare how o locate the author or editor's name, the tide, city. publisher,
date. volume number, Web address, and ather relevant information. Record the
information on the transparency

Divide the class into small groups. Provide cach group with a book. an
encyclopedia, und a Web site anicle. and distribute a copy of the graphic
organizer (o cach student. Ask students 10 examine one source at a Ume (o find
the information needed to properly document it. Then have each person record

the information in the format presented in the “Information” column.

Following this guided practice, have students use Simply Sources 1o record
sources for a rescarch project. After students conduct the research, show them
how 10 use the organizer o prepare a formal bibliography. Provide a4 sample

entry sheet 5o that students have a model o which they can refer

Hame Date

Simply Seources

§ Source 1 Source 2 Source 3

Tiarsets, froze ian B iarinr iusmne Botire

Ve S
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Use Text ORGANIZATION: SUMMARIZE SECTIONS

wEMC

Read and summarize short sections of a selection at a time. Then write a summary of the

entire work.

Title:

Author:

Summary of Section 1:

Summary of Section 2:

Summary of Section 3:

Summary of Section 4:

Summary of Section 5:

Summary of the Selection:
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The main idea is the most inportant idea i the reading seleetion. Supporting details telt
more ahout the maint idea
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The main idea is the most important idea in the reading selection. Supporting details tell
maere abow e nain idea

Detail Detail

Main tdea

Detail Detail
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Social
Studies/ Science and Technical Subjects

Standard 2:

Determine central ideas or themes of a text
and analyze their development: summarize

the key supporting details and ideas.
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Pinwheel Organizer

« Analyzing the
rehang Purpose

Structure of
Nonfiction R . . R
Writing Expository texts such as persuasive essays or articles often contain a predictable

- Organizing structure: a main idea followed by three major points and supporting details. This
Nonfiction graphic organizer helps students identify or analyze the structure and content of

Writing expository pieces.

Introducing the Activity

Explain to students that certain kinds of writing revolve around expressing and
supporting a central idea. All the details and information in an essay or article are
related to the author’s main idea or message. Tell students that today’s graphic
organizer is designed in the shape of a pinwheel, which—like an essay—revolves
around a central point.

Using the Overhead Transparency

i
i —_— . . .
i‘ 1. Distribuic copies of an essay or article and read it aloud.

2. Display the overhead transparency. Discuss the main idea of the text and write
it in the center of the pinwheel.

3. Explain that the author supported this idea with both major supporting points
and details. Guide students to identify these points and details, and fill in the
rest of the graphic organizer. Point out that the shapes in the pinwheel are

symumetrical, and that the supporting points should have equal “weight.”

4. Distribute copies of the reproducible to students to
tame L 1o bine - oae_Jon 177

Pinwheel Organizer analyze nonfiction texts or plan their own.

ok o Sy e Arviral Shetler Mead Lne 100

Taking 1t Further

Have students use the graphic organizer to plan a three-

paragraph essay about a favorite author. Suggest that they

Megar Point

Tt aie many write the author’s name in the center of the pinwheel.

voand duay ke N . N .
s Have them record three major points regarding the author's
style, along with detailed examples from ditferent texts.
You might also have them use the graphic organizer to plan

persuasive essays.

56
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Main Event Bridge

24

Skills/Standards

« |dentifies the main idea
and supporting details in
a text

» Uses text organizers to
determine the main ideas
and fo locate information

Purpose

To comprehend informational text, students need to search
for information related o the author's purpose, method of
organization, major ideas. and supporting details. This
organizer is designed to help students focus on these
essential elements of informational text o improve their
comprehension

How to Use the Organizer

scleet an informational text that uses chronological order or
cnumeration as the mcthod of organization. Gefore reading.
list these questions on the board:

o What is the author's purpose or reason for wriring this?

e What is the muin idea of the passage?

o What details does the author use 1o supporst and

Explain 1o students that focusing on these questions as they read

informational text will help them improve comprehension. Distribure copies

of the Main Event Bridge graphic organizer (page 25) 10 students

Read the text aloud, instructing stadents to listen carefully to find the

answers 10 the questions above. Discuss students” answers. then have them

» Usc the organizer as a prewriling strategy for expository paragraphs.

* Modity the organizer to encompass two or three main ideas and their

e Have students complete the organizer

J— after listening Lo an oral presentation

in a text
develop the main idea?
filk in the appropriate sections in the organizes
More to Do
supporting details
NomaFuo.”

Main Event Br;;lge

Wt e dew @ suspurtng deval oloe

£ 1o assess their understunding of the

information presented.

Twe _Auare e W Akl
Lmym. Tonsth, o ‘i P
¢

Purpose: 2Lyt

i
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